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nique of interpretation demands  a special training,  as we shall
discuss in the following.
THE "BLIND" ANALYSIS OF GRAPHIC EXPRESSION
The significance of proportions, which can be determined by
the author's method of measurement, illuminates only one element
in children's drawings. The expressive value in drawings cannot be
stated as objectively as the value of proportions. With the aim of
formulating some objective criteria for interpreting graphic ex-
pression in children's drawings, the author made himself familiar
with different types of expressiveness in graphic movements of
young children; he has developed several methods to explore the
expressive value of drawings. After a preliminary classification of
types of graphic expression, the specimens were divided into two
groups. The author then got photographs of the children belonging
to each group, photographs of ordinary play situations and of the
nude body, taken during a medical examination, in different posi-
tions. Not knowing which graphic specimen belonged to which
child, the author tried to match the photographs and the graphic
specimens in each group. This matching was 100 per cent success-
ful in some groups; in others it did not succeed at all. In the suc-
cessful cases the author searched both kinds of expression for the
common denominator which made the correct matching possible,
assigning a specific meaning to each of the specific characteristics of
graphic expression. The unsuccessful cases were equally important,
for, by analyzing the mistakes, training in the understanding of
the language of graphic expression was acquired. The comparison
between graphic expression and body postures was correlated with
a comparison between graphic movement and bodily actions and
movements as studied in movies of the children.
After a study of the expressive movement of bodily activity and
the expressive movement as it appeared in graphic lines, and the
expressive value of forms in body postures as well as in graphic
forms, similar traces were seen in these different forms of expres-
sion, but it was still very doubtful whether it would be possible to
make a personality diagnosis from these primitive manifestations
in graphic expression.
Next, the author tried to give a "blind" analysis from the scrib-
Miugs and drawings of these children, that is, without having had
any contact with the children, or consulting other forms of their
espressive behavior, such as photographs or movies, or obtaining
any other information except the age and sex of each child.